Christ the Priest Catholic Primary School
Term 1 Newsletter
Friday, 8th March 2019

Dates to Remember

Dear Parents,
The first term is underway and it has been pleasing to see the great
start that students have made to the year. As a new member of the
CtP community, it has been heartening to be welcomed so warmly
by students and parents. Next Wednesday will be another
opportunity for us all to get to know one another better at the
Beginning of School Evening Picnic from 5pm-7pm. I hope that as
many of you as possible can make it to the picnic where we can
share in conversation and a little fun together. Please see the
attached flyer in this newsletter and I hope to see you there.
It was great to see the student participation and parent support at
the annual Swimming Carnival held in Week 3. Congratulations to the
Red House who were the overall winners of the carnival on the day.
A big thank you to Mr Lombardi and staff for their organisation and
assistance on the day.
Teachers have now completed the majority of start year testing and
have a more complete understanding of where your child sits
academically on the learning continuum. The Parent Teacher
interviews that you attended earlier in the year also helped teachers
to understand and get to know your child so that moving forward
teachers can develop learning sequences and focus teaching to
meet the needs of students in their class. Thank you for your
attendance at these interviews.
Last night we held our 2020 Prep Information Evening. There is a lot of
organisation and staff planning that is required to prepare for a new
prep intake, hence the reason that it takes place so early in the year
prior. If you have a kindergarten age child or know someone who has
a kindergarten age child, who will be attending CtP and you or that
person did not attend the information session, please contact the
front office as soon as possible for enrolment information. School tours
will be held on Wednesday, 13th March (10 am – 11 am), Wednesday,
20th March (10 am – 11 am) and Wednesday, 4th April (10 am – 11
am). Bookings for these and enrolment interviews can be made on
the school’s website under the enrolment information tab. This year
all 2020 prep students (new and existing families) and their parent/s
will meet with myself or the Deputy Principal and Father Richard.
In the last fortnight, we have conducted interviews for an Admin
Officer to work in our front office to assist Rolando and Jess. We are
very happy to announce that Ruzielle Vigo will
be joining the Office Team for 5 days a week.
Ruzielle will work closely with Jess in the front
office so I’m sure you will have an opportunity
to say hello if you are in at the office. I am
hoping that Ruzielle will feel warmly welcomed
into our community.
Enjoy the rest of the school term and I look
forward to chatting with you at our Picnic
Evening or around the school.

Monday 11th March

Kind regards,
Adele Vesty - Principal.

Friday 3rd May



Public Holiday – Labour Day

Wednesday 13th March


Family School Picnic Night 5:00pm –
7:00pm

Monday 25th March


Year 6 leave for School Camp

Wednesday 27th March


Year 6 return from School Camp

Friday 29th March



Casual Clothes Day
Easter Hat Parade at 2:00pm

Tuesday 2nd April



Classroom Helper Course 9:15am –
11:00am
Last Day to return any Easter Raffle
Tickets

Wednesday 3rd April




TERM 1 ENDS AT 3:15pm
Whole School Assembly at 2:30pm
Easter Raffle Draw

Thursday 4th April


SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY –
No students to attend.
Staff PD Conference

Friday 5th April


SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY –
No students to attend.
Staff PD Conference

Monday 22nd April



TERM 2 COMMENCES
Public Holiday – Easter Monday

Tuesday 23rd April


Children return to School

Saturday 27th April


Reconciliation Mass at St Catherine
of Siena 6:00pm – 7:00pm

Sunday 28th April





Reconciliation Mass at St Catherine
of Siena 9:00am – 10:00am
Reconciliation Mass at St Catherine
of Siena 10:30am – 11:30am
Whole School Photo’s

What’s been happening in our class?
 PREP 
We are so proud of how the Preps have settled into school! They
are already showing a lot of responsibility by unpacking their own
bags, changing their readers and organising themselves for
learning. Well done to all the Prep students and families for helping
us to have such a great start to the year! In English, we have been
busy practising our letters and sounds, creating some fantastic cats and ants. In Maths,
we have created some amazing repeating patterns and breaking them up into chunks. In Religion, we
have learnt to make the Sign of the Cross… and we are terrific at it! We have also been
learning that God made us in his image and we are all special and unique. In
Investigations, we have been learning about our emotions, where we feel them in our
body. Our Grade 5 Buddies have been helping us in the library and out on the yard.
We are working so hard in Prep and cannot wait to keep learning some more!
 YEAR 1 
We have all been very busy in Year 1! We have all settled into our new classrooms really well and are
getting to know our new teachers and new friends. In Writing, we have been practicing
our handwriting, forming our letters correctly using the dotted thirds.
We have also been doing lots of writing using pictures and sentence
starters to help us with an idea. In Reading, we have been focusing
on stretching out our words using Stretchy Snake. We have used this
strategy in our reading and in our spelling. In Maths, we have been
looking at number tracks, number lines and 10 frames. We have been seeing how
numbers can have patterns and how to break apart numbers. In Investigations, we have been looking at
how to be STARRs at school. One of the things we have learnt about is having a growth mindset and
always aiming for our best, even if things get tricky. We have been practicing using words that help us to
change our thinking from a negative into a positive.
 YEAR 2 

your children.

Welcome Parents and Friends of Year 2,
We have had such a smooth and wonderful transition to Year 2. The
children have been busy making patterns in maths and happily
verbalising what they have learnt. During Literacy, the children have been writing about
themselves with an emphasis on adjectives and connectives. In Religion,
the children have been learning what the Lord's Prayer really means.
During investigations, the children digitally created a mind map about
different things that they belong to. As teachers, we have thoroughly
enjoyed the first few weeks of school and we will continue to engage
Alison Silva and Judy Camilleri

 YEAR 3 
The Year 3s have been focussing on Persuasive texts in Literacy so far this term. They have been working
on developing strong arguments to convince readers and listeners to side with their
point of views. Students have been exploring the use of facts and opinions within
texts to support their arguments. Families, it would be great if you could encourage
your children to use the language features of persuasion when they are asking for
something. Challenge them to convince you. This makes learning purposeful!
 YEAR 4 
We are learning about a fixed mindset and a growth mindset. A growth mindset is when you say, “I can
do this”. A fixed mindset is when you say, “I can’t do this” – Jarvis B 4Blue
We are learning about division. We discovered that we could use different strategies to work out different
number sentences. I think multiplication is almost the same as division – Keisha C 4Blue

In Investigations, we have been learning about growth mindset. I have learnt that every time you make a
mistake your brain grows. – Isaac V 4Green
In Religion we have been learning about Saints, I learnt that St Anthony is the Patron Saint of lost things. I
can pray to St Anthony to help me find things. – Charlotte V 4Green
We have been learning about Growth Mindsets this term. A growth mindset is when you say,” I can do it
“or “This is hard but I will try”. A fixed mindset is when you say, “I can’t do this”, “Why should I try, it’s too
hard”. We have been working hard to understand how a growth mindset helps us to be better learners.
Rohan O 4Red
In Maths, we are learning about division and how to work out worded problems. At first, I was nervous but
now I know a lot more about division. I know that you can use different strategies to work out a problem,
which helped me a lot. My favourite strategy that I learned is to highlight the clues in a problem and to
read the question carefully. – Adele R 4Red
 YEAR 5 
Year 5 students have been given a special responsibility - Prep Buddies. Here are a few reflections on what
it means to be the BIG buddy in this program:
The buddy program is important because you are the older child and when they
are hurt, it is your responsibility to take care of them and help and take them sickbay,
and tell the teacher after you are done. Cheing M 5Green
Having a buddy makes me feel very responsible that I am taking care of someone.
I feel happy, excited and older that I am the older buddy. It feels like an accomplishment to have a
younger buddy. Tahlia S 5Green
Being the older buddy really just gives you a lot of responsibility to be a role model for my prep buddy and
its fun to know that there is a prep looking up to you. Lucien P 5Green
The best part of being a buddy is listening to all the nice and funny things they say, seeing them be happy
to see you is an amazing feeling. When they smile, it makes them even cuter. Emily C 5Green
As you can see, the Year 5s take their responsibilities very seriously. Some of the regular
activities we do together is have lunch once a week, and each Year 5 class takes
their Prep buddy class to the library, where we read to them and help with selecting
and borrowing books. The buddy program at Christ the Priest extends into Year 1 and
Year 6, where children can maintain that special connection with each other.
 YEAR 6 
It is with great excitement that students in Year 6 have begun the year! Finally, our new Year 6 polo tops
have arrived and we are very proud to wear them. We have been learning about the use of colour and
layout in books to convey emotion and feeling, creating artworks inspired by the illustrator Bruce Whatley
(if you come through the Year 6 area you can see them displayed). In Maths, we have been learning
about decimals and measurement, including many visual representations to show the relative sizes of
decimals. This year we are continuing to develop our leadership skills and role modelling to others, working
closely with our Year 1 buddies. We are also very excited to be preparing for Year 6 Camp in Week 9 of
this Term.
ITALIAN
Buongiorno e Benvenuto a LOTE (Italiano) per 2019…. Hello and Welcome to LOTE (Italian) for 2019! We
have begun our new school year with great enthusiasm. On my part, I love hearing our students speaking
Italian words and phrases with such clear and crisp Italian accents. I often tell them I feel as if I am in a
classroom in Italy when I hear them speak. I am very excited and so proud of our
Prep students who are being such STARRs in LOTE. For those of you who do not know
LOTE is an acronym for Language Other Than English. The following are the topics
each Year level are learning about:
Prep ~ Numbers 1-10
Year 1 ~ Fruit and Vegetables
Year 2 ~ Family
Year 3 ~ Ordinal Numbers
Year 4 ~ Food
Year 5 ~ 1-100
Year 6 ~ Countries and Nationalities
A presto… Speak to you soon.
Cordiale saulti, Signora Elly

VISUAL ARTS
Welcome back to 2019! The Art Room is already a busy hub of creating artworks to celebrate the Year of
the Pig and the Chinese New Year lunar calendar. Different puppets and masks are on their way to be
used in Drama and Music. On March 5 and 7, all Year 4, 5 and 6 students will participate in the Diversity
Wave Wall community project run by Artists’ Collective of Melton Inc. The students will make fluid art MDF
tiles using the same colours, however, due to the paint process, each tile will look different which represents
the diversity of each individual. The tiles will be later installed in Melton Library and Learning Hub and will
later be donated to Hope Street Foundation, a charity that works with and helps homeless people. All
donations from this project will be donated to this charity
Audrey Buttigieg Cardona
DRAMA
Gong Hei Fat Choy! Happy Chinese New Year to all who are celebrating.
Lunar/ Chinese New Year has served as the stimulant for the Arts team (Drama, Music & Art) during term
one, and in Drama we have launched into the 2019 school year with storytelling
using performances with some influence from the Asian culture. We are using
ancient Chinese folktales, masks, dragon dance music,
origami hand puppets and Chinese Zodiac animals to
create and share stories. The year 1&2’s are exploring
stories relating to Nian the Chinese dragon. They are using
masks and dragon stick puppets in their storytelling. The
year 3&4’s are using paper chatterboxes and origami hand puppets made in art to
retell stories of animals which appear in the Chinese Zodiac. The year 5&6’s are
making and using shadow puppets, using the shadow puppet theatre to retell stories.
These animals are specific to the Chinese Zodiac and make for some very interesting storytelling when
projected as silhouettes. The children are really enjoying this medium as a performance platform where
their character voices take centre stage. And our newest little performers in Prep have settled in to the
Drama space beautifully. They were keen to explore the Drama room with
all its props, dress ups and other stimuli, as well as giving their imaginations a
good work out during teacher led drama activities. All students are
participating in various team building drama warm ups to further bond as
classes, and these set have the scene for some very interesting challenges
and outcomes indeed! In conjunction with the Arts team Lunar New Year
focus, Ming our resident CtP Chinese dragon from the 2014 school concert,
will soon be coming out of hibernation near the discovery centre. He will be
walking through the schoolyard at lunchtime and the year 5 children will have the tricky task of navigating
him through the outside play areas. Watch this space for some photos in the next newsletter.
Ana Gidari
DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES
Christ the Priest is lucky to be so well resourced in the area of Digital Technologies and our staff and students
have been using these wonderful tools to support
learning and teaching since the start of the school
year. Did you know that our students from Years 4 6 are issued with their own laptop or Surface Pro
computer? This enables them to have 1-1 access
to technology during their school day. We are also
very pleased to announce that our Year 3 students will soon be issued with their very own Chromebook for
use at school, making CtP a 1-1 device school from Years 3 - 6! It has been wonderful to see the use of
these valuable resources in classrooms and around the school. Our junior grades
have been very busy on their iPads as they post on Seesaw and
access valuable education apps to support their learning. They
also have access to laptops and netbooks when required.
Some exciting news is that Christ the Priest was the recipient of
a $5000 federal government grant to support STEAM (Science, Technology,

Engineering, Arts and Maths) learning and teaching. The grant will be used to create a designated STEAM
space in our school and allow us to build up our existing bank of robots and coding resources. Over the
course of the year, students will be using Beebots, Edison robots, Spheros, Ozobots, MaKey Makeys, Micro:
bits, Lego Mindstorm EV3 robots and other STEAM related resources to investigate, design, create and
learn.
We will feature a Digital Technology resource in each newsletter over the course of the year, so please
WATCH THIS SPACE! In the meantime, if you have any questions or queries about the Digital Technologies
program here at CTP, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Michelle Spiteri
GARDEN CLUB
This year Mrs Lister is organising a gardening club for those students in Year 5 and 6 who
may be interested. We aim to present some gardens around the
school, purchase and monitor a compost bin (with funds from our
market days) and with classes, help maintain the vegetable garden.
Our first project will be the Prep backyard gardens where we will be
digging over the garden and adding some more garden soil to
plant spring bulbs for the preps to watch grow and develop.

 Lillianna P (Prep Blue)

 Grover H (1 Red)

 Emma B (3 Red)

 Bayar S (5 Green)

 Amanda G (Prep Green)  Sairah J (2 Blue)

 Angelina A (4 Blue)

 Leah B (5 Red)

 Julian B (Prep Red)

 Jessie P (2 Red)

 Olivia P (4 Green)

 Ramon M (6 Blue)

 Nadeen E (1 Blue)

 Marcus B (3 Blue)

 Claire V (4 Red)

 Celina A (6 Green)

 Elijah B (1 Green)

 Brody F (3 Green)

 Valitta R (5 Blue)

 Caitlyn V (6 Red)

CtP News…
ENROLMENTS
Enrolments at CtP for 2020 are now open! If you or have a child due to commence Prep next
year or know of any new families looking to enrol their child, please come into the office to
collect your enrolment pack and interview booking form. This year we will be conducting
enrolment interviews not only for our new families but for our existing families as well. This will
give us the chance to meet your child before they commence school and to discuss with
you any queries you may have.
NO STANDING ZONE REMINDER
Parents are continuing to receive parking fines from Melton City Council in relation to
when they are waiting to turn into Christ the Priest from Caroline Springs Boulevard at
pick up time. A reminder that this area is a “No Standing” area. You are not allowed
to stop or park your car in, or partly in, that area for any reason. Please refer to the
diagram for better understanding.
SCHOOL FEES
Thank you to the families that are up to date with school fees. By now, the curriculum fee of $440 per child
should be paid in full. The first of the three-part payments for the family fee is due by the
26th of April 2019. The weekly, fortnightly and monthly direct debits commenced Friday,
the 8th of February 2019. If you are on a payment plan or have alternative arrangements
with the School Bursar Rolando Victuelles, please continue with your commitment. If you
are experiencing financial hardship, please contact the School Bursar to discuss your
situation and the options available.

CLASSROOM HELPERS
We welcome your assistance in any classroom at Christ the Priest, including Specialist classes, if you have
expertise in these areas. Please contact your classroom teacher as soon as possible to be
added to their rosters. You will also need to show your certificate as evidence that you
have completed the requirements to help us. We look forward to having you in to help!
CLASSROOM HELPER TRAINING COURSE FOR NEW PARENTS
At Christ the Priest, if you would like to assist in the classrooms or at any events, you need
to participate in our Training Course. This will be held on April 2 nd at 9:15 in the Discovery
Centre foyer. This includes ways to help in the classroom, our code of conduct & child safe compliance &
expectations. It is an expectation for you to apply online for a Working with Children Check & you need
to nominate Christ the Priest as the place you will be volunteering. There is no cost for this check. This is for
any parents & grandparents who would like to assist us. We look forward to see you!
CATHOLIC REGIONAL COLLEGE CAROLINE SPRINGS ENROLMENT FOR YEAR 7, 2021
Applications for Year 7, 2021 are now open. All parents of current Year 5 students who are zoned to
Catholic Regional College Caroline Springs have until Friday, 23rd August 2019 to submit their applications
for enrolment for Year 7 in 2021. This is the final date of acceptance for applications. Parents
who have children attending the College and have siblings in Year 5 will still need to
complete an enrolment form. You can download the application form from the College
website. http://www.crccs.catholic.edu.au/enrolment-information/24/p/enrolment-form/
CTP FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM PAGES
Updates and posts featuring the goings in at CtP can now be found on Facebook and Instagram. On
Facebook, we can be found by searching Christ the Priest – Caroline Springs and on Instagram we can
be found by searching christthepriest. We look forward to having you follow us on one or both of these
platforms.
SOCIAL MEDIA CONSENT STATEMENTS
For any families still yet to return the social media consent statement could you please see to this
immediately. We need ALL parents to return a signed copy of this in order to advise whether you give your
permission for your child/s photographs to be published on our social media platforms.
SHOUT OUTS
A huge shout out & massive THANK YOU to Mr Jason Farrugia (Zalaika & Jaidan’s dad)
who took the time to come in and install the rainbow artwork in the hall. The mosaic was
a legacy item worked on by our former art teacher Mrs Morris, and the year 6 students in
2017. Jason kindly offered his help to get the artwork up for our school to enjoy. He took
time out of his busy day to trim it up & secure the very heavy artwork to the wall. A job
well done and one that is hugely appreciated! It certainly adds a little bit of ‘pop’ to our assembly space.
A special mention and a HUGE THANK YOU to Mr Geoffrey Coulter (Mrs Vesty’s Dad) who
has volunteered so much of his time and put in extreme amounts of hard work both during
the weekdays and weekends in giving CtP the long overdue “makeover” that it has
needed. With the help of his wife Mrs Glenda Coulter & Grandson Regan Vesty, and in
extreme hot weather conditions they have slashed, mulched, swept, dug and replanted
the entire face of our school to give it a fresh new welcoming look. What a difference it has made!
LENT AND ASH WEDNESDAY
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the Season of Lent. It is a season of penance, reflection, and
fasting, which prepares us for Christ's Resurrection on Easter Sunday. The ashes are made from the blessed
palms used in the Palm Sunday celebration of the previous year. The ashes are christened with Holy Water
and are scented with incense. While the ashes symbolise penance and contrition, they are also a reminder
that God is gracious and merciful to those who call on Him with sorrowful hearts. The Church
calls on us to seek mercy and forgiveness during the Lenten season with reflection, prayer
and asking forgiveness. The Season of Lent then continues for 6 weeks until Easter Saturday.
During this time, we are asked to try to do good things for others and try to be a better person.
We are preparing ourselves for the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Important Information

A great start to term one! In week, three we
focused on the theme “About Me”. Children are
focusing on all about me portraits to paint and put
around the room. This focus is to help new
children to the school learn about one another.
This term we have introduced Lego, craft and
sports activities in the hall. We now have an art
and craft table, a game mat and cooking activities
that we been doing every week and children have
been observed doing these activities in groups
and practicing other skills.
The craft and sports equipment's are the star of
the resources and have been a real hit. The
children have had fun coloring, and using their
mathematical and cognitive skills with Lego
building.
Program Phone: 0427 136 697
Coordinator: Kajal Sharma
Assistant: Justin Cleur
OSHClub Head Office: 03) 8564 9000

Please remember, if your child has any medical
needs, please bring adequate medical plans signed
and stamped by your local doctor. Conditions may
include, but are not limited to Anaphylaxis, Asthma,
Dietary requirements and Allergies. Having up-todate plans enables us to take the best care of your
child.
Please note that it is the parent’s responsibility to
ensure that their child is signed out correctly in the
afternoon.
Parents are welcome to come, have a look at our
service, and see what we have to offer your children.
OSHClub Before school care opens 7:00am – 9:00am
OSHClub After school care opens 3:15pm – 6:30pm
All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free! Please
create an account online at www.oshclub.com.au all bookings and cancellations can
also be managed via your online account. For on the day bookings please contact the
Coordinator direct at the program.

Christ the Priest – Caroline Springs

christthepriest

