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Principal's Piece
Dear Parents,
Over the past five weeks, our community has come together in a very different way. There have been
some challenges and hardship but there has also been a great deal of support, ingenuity,
communication and cooperation. I have had the opportunity to participate in various google meets with
classes and year levels and have been struck by the way that both teachers and students have adapted
to their new learning environments. The etiquette and protocols that I have witnessed online has been
a credit to our whole community.
In line with advice from Catholic Education Melbourne, our Prep-Grade 2 students will be returning to
school on Tuesday, May 26th. Monday May 25th has been designated as a planning day to ensure the
smooth transition of student learning from home learning back to school learning. Following a two
week period, our Grade 3-6 students will return to school on Tuesday, June 9th. All of the details
surrounding drop off and pickup times and routines and changes to school in what remains a COVID19 cautious school environment will be shared with you on CareMonkey. CareMonkey is our main
communication channel with parents at this time so please be mindful to check the email address
linked to your CareMonkey account for updates.
As when we are normally at school, year level assemblies have now begun to take place online. This
continues to give teachers an opportunity to showcase some of the amazing work that students are
completing and to recognise our learners and celebrate their successes. We also hope to showcase
learning and achievements more regularly on our social media platforms now that everyone has gained
more confidence in their efforts to learn at home.
Tanya Harding, Grade 6 teacher, finished today to prepare for the birth of her first child. We wish Tanya
and her husband all the best as they enter into this next stage. Mr Jonathan Mashalidis has been
working with the Grade 6 team since the beginning of the term and will take over as the homeroom
teacher for 6 Red.
I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the work of staff at Christ the Priest. In a very
short amount of time, teachers, learning support officers and leaders were asked to reimagine their
roles and the way that they work so that they could provide the best learning opportunities for our
students. Like with our students, I have seen teachers tackle the challenges of teaching remotely in
diverse and innovative ways. They have learned new skills very quickly and have endeavoured to be as
available to our families as much as possible to assist in any way they can. Thank you to all for your
continued efforts.
Finally, I would like to thank our parents and guardians for their ongoing support. Our students, with
your support, are doing remarkably well. Many parents have commented on the insight that this
situation has given them into their child’s learning habits and life at school, which will hopefully be one
positive that comes out of the situation we find ourselves in.
Kind regards,
Adele Vesty.
Principal

Stage One: Return Face to Face Learning
Dear Parents and Carers,
Thank you for all your support during these past few weeks of remote and flexible learning.
Following advice from the Chief Health Officer, the Victorian Government and the Catholic Education
Commission of Victoria Ltd (CECV) have advised that schools can begin a phased return to onsite
schooling.
In the first stage, students in Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2 will return to school from Tuesday 26 May.
To support all school staff to prepare for this transition, Monday 25 May will be a student-free day.
In the second stage of our return to onsite schooling, all other year levels will return to school from
Tuesday 9 June.
For those students who cannot be supervised at home and vulnerable children, the existing model of onsite
schooling will remain in place during the two-week period from Tuesday 26 May to Tuesday 9 June. The
current process that we are using to enable parents and carers to indicate the days or part-days for which
onsite schooling is required will continue for this two-week period.
All other students in those year levels will continue learning from home until Tuesday 9 June.
Once a year level has returned, all students will be expected to attend school as normal. This means if you
choose to keep your child/children home after their year level has returned to onsite schooling, we can no
longer support their learning from home.
This does not apply to children who need to be absent for health or medical reasons. For those families,
please contact us so we can make an appropriate plan.
This same approach is being taken by all Catholic and government schools in Victoria.
To support the health and wellbeing of all students and staff, our school will continue an enhanced cleaning
routine and will encourage frequent handwashing.
If your child is ill or is feeling unwell, they must not attend school. They must remain home and seek
medical advice.
While the Chief Health Officer has advised that students will not be required to maintain physical distancing
at school, there will be a number of important changes to our school operations, consistent with health
advice to all schools that will be made available in coming days. These will apply until further notice. I will
provide more details about our local school context as soon as possible, but it is important to note that
changes will include:·
adjusted arrangements for drop-off and pick-up, including staggered school start and finish times.
staff monitoring entry and exit points and school gates only opening at the specified start and finish
times.
restrictions on access to the school site for anyone other than immediate school staff and students.
the way we conduct parent–teacher meetings and interviews.
We understand that some families may feel anxious about this move back to classroom teaching and
learning. I can assure you that this decision has been taken on the basis of the best health advice available
to our state.
More information about the return to school and coronavirus (COVID-19) can be found on the CECV
website, which will continue to be updated: www.cecv.catholic.edu.au/Coronavirus-information-for-parents.
Thank you for your continued support and patience during this time. We look forward to welcoming
students back to the classroom.
Yours sincerely,
Adele Vesty.
Principal

Supporting you and your child’s wellbeing during COVID-19. The wellbeing of our
children continues to be a priority of Christ the Priest during this time of isolation
and so to support our families at home, please feel free to access professional
advice through the following links. The links are full of terrific tips and information
to support parenting and student wellbeing.

Family Resources
Coronavirus: A guide for parents to support their children
https://www.theparentswebsite.com.au/coronavirus-guide-parents-support-children/

Coronavirus and children in Australia

https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/a-z-health-reference/coronavirus-and-children-in-australia

Reassuring your child about the unknown

https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/a-z-health-reference/coronavirus-and-children-in-australia

Reliable resources on COVID-19 for parents

https://blogs.rch.org.au/ccch/2020/03/31/reliable-resources-on-covid-19-for-parents/

COVID-19: A resource for parents (Michael Carr-Gregg)
https://schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-coronavirus

Balancing screen time, sleep and family time during COVID-19

https://www.edutopia.org/article/pediatricians-balancing-screen-time-sleep-and-family-duringcoronavirus

Mental health advice for parents (practical, evidenced-informed
strategies in plain language to help reduce the risk of anxiety and
depression in their children)
https://studentwellbeinghub.edu.au/parents/resources/mental-health-advice-for-parents/

Our children and families are doing a wonderful job learning from home and we are
so proud of everyone through this difficult time. If you need any support with your
child’s wellbeing, please make contact with your child’s classroom teacher or
Mr Ben Fahey -Student Wellbeing Leader bfahey@ctpcs.catholic.edu.au

Baby Coming Soon...
To the Staff, Families and Students at CTP,
Just wanted to say a quick THANK YOU to all my current and past
families and students for all your beautiful well wishes as I
temporarily leave CTP to embark on the next adventure of being a
mum.
I am looking forward to meeting our little baby and cannot wait to
bring baby Harding into school for you all to meet him/her when all
of this is over!
You can all place your bets for baby Harding's arrival date, time,
name and gender and I will share this information with the school
when all the excitement happens (I wonder who will win?).
Thank you for all of your support throughout the years!
See you all soon,
Tanya Harding.
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"I want to
be a Supernova..."
PREP
YEAR 1/2
YEAR 3
YEAR 4

Week 1

DRAMA

ART
ITALIAN
SPORT
MUSIC

Lillianna P - 1/2 Blue
Ushuaia S - 4 Green
Isla C - 1/2 Purple
Rhaiyne G - 3 Red
Angus Q - 5 Green

Prep Blue - Eli M I Prep Green - Dion S I Prep Red - Nathan T
1/2 Blue - Jonah M I 1/2 Green - Sebastian G I 1/2 Red - Nadeen E I 1/2 Purple - Gregory A I 1/2 Yellow - Sarah B

3 Blue - Brendan H I 3 Red - Eva R
4 Blue - Zac B I 4 Green - Emma B I 4 Red - Jerone V

YEAR 5 5 Blue - Phoenix B I 5 Green - Jacob P I 5 Red - Chelsea S
YEAR 6 6 Blue - Vanessa D I 6 Green - Eve C I 6 Red - Leah B
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"I want to
be a Supernova..."
PREP
YEAR 1/2
YEAR 3
YEAR 4

Week 5

DRAMA

ART
ITALIAN
SPORT
MUSIC

Elijah P - 6 Green
Sadie Q - Prep Blue
Alessio M - Prep Blue
Pietro M - 5 Green
Lauren O - 1/2 Yellow

Prep Blue - Isabella A I Prep Green - Lexi A I Prep Red - Alvin-John A
1/2 Blue - Analise H I 1/2 Green - Lily A I 1/2 Red - Elijah B I 1/2 Purple - Elyan R I 1/2 Yellow - Julian B
3 Blue - Mason S I 3 Red - Samuel W
4 Blue - Antoni C I 4 Green - Bahnam S I 4 Red - Taylor K

YEAR 5 5 Blue - Charlotte V I 5 Green - Alannah S I 5 Red - Joshua F
YEAR 6 6 Blue - Adrian R I 6 Green - Isabella J I 6 Red - Amelie G

