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Service
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Dear Parents and Guardians,

Principal's Piece

It is hard to believe that I am writing my final newsletter piece for 2020. This year has been an incredible
journey and I can’t thank you all enough for the contributions that you have all made to your child/ren’s
schooling throughout our periods of remote learning.
As you know via the Operoo note sent out at the end of November. We are saying farewell to Ann Maree
Ennis, Karen Commadeur, John Dini, Jenny Marshall, Judy Camilleri, David Haynes and also Moe Letele.
Each one of these people have contributed to developing the community that we are part of and I thank
them for their efforts in the time that they have been part of the CtP community. I would like to take this
opportunity to welcome Catherine Quinn-Dundon (Deputy Principal/Learning & Teaching), Connie
Skinner (Religious Education Leader), Maree Shields, Leonie Seisun, Olivia Kapodistrias, Antoinette
Masiero, Lidia Filice, Demi Yacoel and Claire Butson, to the teaching staff. A full staffing list will be sent to
parents via Operoo on Monday, December 14.
The end of year Mass and Graduation, which is a celebration of the year and the time that our Grade 6
students have had at CtP, will be held on Wednesday (16 December) at 1:30pm. This Mass will be livestreamed so that families can participate if they wish to. Following the Mass and graduation, the year 6’s
will complete the traditional lap of honour, which will also be live-streamed to our community. I would
like to take this opportunity to wish our Grade 6 students all the very best as they venture into their
secondary schooling. They have had a most incredible final year at school and have continued to
represent our school as the 2020 leaders with pride. The end of year Mass will also be the time when
our 2021 student leaders are announced and introduced to our school community. With mixed
emotions we farewell our Grade 6’s and welcome in our new school leaders.
It has been wonderful to meet and welcome our 2021 preps over the past few weeks. They have had a
combination of virtual transition and an onsite transition session. We look forward to welcoming them
and their families to CtP in 2021 and getting to know them.
The school year finishes for students on Wednesday 16 December at 3:15pm. Staff will be attending an
onsite professional development/planning on Thursday 17 December and finishing the school year on
Friday, December 18. Parent/Teacher Interviews will be held for Grades 1 to 6 on Friday, January 29,
which will be an opportunity for you all to meet and pass on important information about your child.
Preps start school on this day with a finishing time of 12 noon. Prep will also finish slightly early on
Monday February 1 at 1.30pm, which will be the first school day for Grades 1-6. Preps will not attend
school on Wednesdays in February when testing will take place.
I am pleased to announce that all students at CtP will participate in swimming lessons in 2021. Grades 5
and 6 will have one lesson per week over an eight week period in Term 3 and Grades Prep - 4 will have
one lesson per week over a six week period in Term 4.
I wish everyone a Happy and Holy Christmas and every blessing for the New Year. The theme of Advent
is a time of Hope. Let us make 2021 a positive year in which we stop to think of others. As we are taught
in Romans 15:13, “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” To those families who are leaving us this year, I wish
you all the very best. I look forward to seeing all others and our newest CtP families in the new year.
God bless,
Adele Vesty.
Principal
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SupWe aim to be

"I want to
be a Supernova..."
PREP
YEAR 1/2
YEAR 3
YEAR 4

Term 4 -Week 10

DRAMA

ART
ITALIAN
SPORT
MUSIC

Helen L - 4 Blue
Mihini R - 6 Red
Emma B - 3 Blue
Romina V - 4 Green
Ashton D - 6 Blue

Prep Blue - Mika P I Prep Green - Malk K I Prep Red - Kaitlan N
1/2 Blue - Sienna L I 1/2 Green - Kristen A I 1/2 Red - Yara B I 1/2 Purple - Monica S I 1/2 Yellow - Giovanni P

3 Blue - Summer M I 3 Red - Amelia T
4 Blue - Marcus B I 4 Green - Kayla B I 4 Red - Abby B

YEAR 5 5 Blue - Sophia R I 5 Green - Hudson P I 5 Red - Kimmy K
YEAR 6 6 Blue - Charlize H I 6 Green - Phoenix C I 6 Red - Julian C

Christ the Priest Student Wellbeing News
WELLBEING THANK YOU!
The wellbeing of our students, staff and families has been at the forefront of our
minds and programs this year as we all navigated through a pandemic.

Inspiring were the many stories of our children, teachers and families demonstrating
incredible resilience and determination in the face of much change and challenge. As a
school and community, we have succeeded and grown closer through this challenging
school year.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the tireless work of the staff at CtP.
The countless Google Meets, phone calls, emails, Seesaw posts and activities that all
were aimed at supporting the development of the students both academically and
emotionally was outstanding. Thank you to all our parents and guardians who continue
to support the development of their children through developing strong working
relationships with their child’s teacher and the school's leadership. It is the strength of
the relationship between parents, teachers and our students that makes a real
difference. We have all deserved a well earned rest after such an unforgettable year.
Please use the information about the holidays and how as parents we can use this
precious holiday time to relax, re-charge and in some ways reconnect with our loved
ones. I look forward to continuing to develop strong wellbeing practices with all the
amazing staff, students and families at CtP in 2021.
Take care and God bless.

Ben Fahey
Deputy Principal & Student Wellbeing Leader

by Michael Grose

Holidays are about kicking your feet up, relaxing and getting away from the usual routines. That’s how kids see holidays.
Holiday time can be stressful for many parents. Keeping kids busy, avoiding arguments and getting time for yourself can be
hard parenting work during holidays. But school holidays don’t have to be stressful. It’s a great opportunity to get your family
back on track, build strong relationships and set the tone for a positive future. These ideas will help:

ESTABLISH A HOLIDAY ROUTINE

Some kids feel comfortable with the routines of school-life and can feel lost until the new holiday routine kicks in. Be patient
with these routine-junkies! Also make sure you begin adjusting the routine as a return to school comes closer, so that the kids
are prepared for going to bed and getting up at earlier times.

'Holidays and slow times provide a great chance for learning and making a fresh
start in any part of your life, including parenting.'

RESIST BEING AN ENTERTAINMENT OFFICER

While we want our kids to be occupied, it’s worthwhile remembering that kids also need some downtime. The opportunity to
relax and unwind is a prerequisite for good mental health, so make sure the kids have an opportunity to take a break from the
usual grind, and become bored. “I’m bored” is an invitation for kids to keep themselves occupied rather than for you to keep
them amused.

ARRANGE PLENTY OF GREEN-TIME, LESS SCREEN-TIME

It’s well documented that today’s children spend more time in front of screens, and less time outdoors. It’s no coincidence that
this increase in the use of digital devices by kids has been accompanied by a spike in anxiety. Recent research shows how time
spent in natural environments is refreshing, relaxing and rejuvenating. Science now supports what we’ve intuitively known.
These holidays ensure both you and your family have less screen-time and more green-time.

CREATE ONE-ON-ONE TIME

Individual relationships are built through one-on-one interactions. If you’ve a child who is struggling or even annoying you a
little, consider increasing the number of times you spend in each other’s company these holidays – doing something pleasant
together. Just the two of you. It’s like money in the relationship bank account.
EMBRACE FESTIVITIES
Regardless of your individual circumstances and your religious beliefs the holiday period is a great time to bring family and
friends together. Creating rituals around key events is a great way to build strong family bonds and create a strong sense of
family belonging for kids. Keep festivities simple. Be flexible enough in timing to include as many people as possible. Keep calm
and include kids in some aspects of the organisation of festivities if possible.
TEAM UP WITH OTHER FAMILIES
Team up with other families and share the holiday load. You don’t have to holiday together to gain these benefits. Share the
child minding with a friend or swap sleepovers where “you look after my kids and I’ll look after yours” for a night or two. This
will give you a break while giving children a different family experience.
PRIORITISE PARENT EDUCATION
Holidays and slow times provide a great chance for learning and making a fresh start in any part of your life, including
parenting. If most of your recent parenting education has consisted of the learn-on-the-run kind, consider using the coming
down time to gain some new skills and knowledge that will positively impact your future parenting. Watch a webinar recording,
read a book, take a course. There are plenty of learning opportunities available for you. Just as big hinges swing big doors,
sometimes small parenting changes and adjustments can have a massive impact on your parenting.
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