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Principal's Piece
Dear Parents and Guardians,
It is hard to believe that we are already at the end of the first term. It has been a busy term welcoming
our new Preps who have done a fantastic job at settling in! We have also had school photos, the Life
Education program and the Grade 3-6 Cross Country to name a few of the events that have taken place
this term.
Tomorrow night (Tuesday March 30) the CtP Leadership Team is hosting the 2022 Prep Information
Evening. This evening is for prospective families to learn more about CtP and its curriculum focuses and
goals. If you have a child who will be starting school in 2022 or know someone who does, please come
along or invite them along. School tours have been taking place over the past few weeks and enrolments
are now open.
Last week our Grade 6 students attended the Lady Northcote Camp. This camp provides students with
great opportunities to challenge themselves and work with their peers in lots of different ways. I would
like to commend the Grade 6’s on their conduct at camp and thank the staff who attended camp and
took care of our students while they were away from home.
Over the past four weeks, Mrs Skinner has been working with Grade 6 leaders and teachers on a social
justice initiative to raise awareness and funds for Caritas. There has been an overwhelming response
from our students and the wider community in support of this initiative and it has given students a sense
of accomplishment to see what the funds that they have raised will be able to provide for communities
that are less fortunate than our own. Thank you to everyone who has supported this initiative and
encouraged their child to take their part in this. The theme for Lent this year has been to ‘Be More’ and
to see this being enacted within our school community has given us all a great sense of joy and hope.
The School Community Group (SCG) has once again done a fantastic job organising our Easter Raffle.
Although it is a little different from previous years, I’m sure that the winners of these beautiful Easter
baskets are going to be very happy. The SCG has also organised a special Subway lunch day for students
this Wednesday. A big thank you to the SCG for organising these events and future events that will raise
money to provide a shelter at the front of the school for drop off and pick up times.
As we are now moving into the colder months of the year. Terms 2 and 3 are winter uniform months.
This will see boys and girls wearing the school navy pants or tunic. It is great to see so many students
wearing the new school uniform with school pride. Please keep in mind that this is year 2 of phasing out
the old school uniform and by the beginning of 2023 all students must be wearing the new school
uniform.
Lastly, I would like to wish everyone a happy Easter. This time of the year marks our greatest celebration
as Catholics and Christians, with the resurrection of Jesus at the end of Holy Week and the reminder to
us all that trusting in God will pull us up even from the depths of despair.
I hope you all have a lovely holiday with your children and I look forward to welcoming you all back for
Term 2.
God bless,
Adele Vesty.
Principal

Dates to mark in your
Calendars...
p Information Night

2022 Pre

Tuesday, 30th March 2021 (6:30pm - 7:30pm)

Subway Lunch

Day

Wednesday, 31st March 2021

Last

Day of Term 1

3:15pm - Wednesday, 31st March 2021

First

Day of Term 2

Monday, 19th April 2021

Year 5

Camp - Sovereign Hill

Monday, 19th April 2021 - Wednesday, 21st April 2021

Parent, Teacher & Student

Chats

Thursday, 29th April 2021 (12:00pm - 7:00pm)
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Day Morning Tea

riday, 7th May 2021

School

Closure Day

Monday, 17th May 2021 (Staff Professional Development)

Book Fair
Monday, 24th May 2021 - Monday, 31st May 2021

Last
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Day of Term 2

riday, 25th June 2021
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Term 1 -Week 5

"I want to
be a Supernova..."
PREP
YEAR 1
YEAR 2
YEAR 3
YEAR 4
YEAR 5
YEAR 6

Prep Blue - Remy J | Prep Green - Alex A | Prep Red - Scarlett B
1 Blue - Lucas S | 1 Green - Feyi E | 1 Red - Summer T
2 Blue - Andrea J | 2 Green - Martine R | 2 Red - Bryanna R

3 Blue - Luke E | 3 Green - Cooper T | 3 Red - Jett D
4 Blue - Marven Q | 4 Green - Marcus T
5 Blue - Sharla H | 5 Green - Mareeta H | 5 Red - Nikki A
6 Blue - Keisha C | 6 Green - Nathan G | 6 Red - Caitlyn N

DRAMA

ART
ITALIAN
SPORT
MUSIC

Jessica P - 1 Blue
Sienna Y - 5 Blue
Shnaya B - Prep Blue
Joshua L - 5 Green
Summer Y - 3 Red

Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL)
Did you know that each week at CtP, the children are explicitly taught skills and expectations from our
PBL matrix? This means that all classrooms explicitly teach a specific area of our matrix on a Monday
morning and then continue to emphasise the key messages throughout the week. You will notice also
that all staff members wear their PBL t-shirts on a Monday to reinforce our commitment to PBL.

Social & Emotional Learning - Being an UPSTANDER
Throughout the term, the children have been learning about what it means to be an UPSTANDER. At CtP,
we take proactive steps to educate our students about being proactive and to stand up to bullying. An
Upstander is someone who takes positive action against bullying behaviour such as letting a teacher
know. While bullying usually happens in front of an audience these onlookers – or ‘bystanders’ – can
have a massive impact on how things pan out for the person being bullied. The children have learnt that
they can either be a:
A) the Sidekick, who joins in on the bullying behaviour and makes it worse
B) the Reinforcer, who eggs on the bullying by watching it or laughing at it
C) the Outsider, who ignores the bullying, but doesn’t do anything to stop it
OR
D) the Upstander, who tries to help or support the person being bullied.
Clearly we want all our children to be an Upstander so I ask that parents have conversations with their
child about being an Upstander. .
Did you know that as a young person, our students have 50% more chance of stopping school yard
bullying (by standing up and telling the bully that it's not ok) than a teacher does? The power is with our
children and hence why the focus on being an Upstander is an important part of our children's
education.
Ben Fahey
Deputy Principal & Student Wellbeing Leader

Parenting Ideas - Connecting with boys
By Michael Grose

Teaching and raising boys has long been a fascination of mine. As a primary teacher it was boys who provided me
with the most joy and the most headaches.
As a father of a boy and two girls it was my son who provided the most sleepless nights, although all gave me my fair
share.
As a parenting educator I always field more queries about raising boys than girls. Questions about boys have usually
focused on learning, lack of confidence and poor or aggressive behaviour while queries about girls have often had a
relationship or mental health or focus.
Fortunately there have been some great boy champions in this part of the world who have shown the way for
parents, teachers and other professionals. Steve Biddulph, Dr Tim Hawkes and Maggie Dent are personal favourites.
While each comes from a different background and offers a diverse perspective, they each share the same belief that
adults must form deep connections with boys if they are to influence them, especially in adolescence.
The need for approval
Retired psychologist and esteemed parenting educator and author Steve Biddulph emphasises the importance of
adults liking boys and feeling comfortable in their company. Teachers in particular will experience success, he
maintains, if the boys believe that they genuinely like and approve of them. Conversely, boys shut down and won’t try
for teachers who don’t understand or like them. Approval is at the heart of successfully teaching and raising boys.
The place of banter
Esteemed educator Dr Tim Hawkes, author of Ten conversations you must have with your son, maintains that banter
and small talk are essential elements in conversations with boys. He busts the myth that ‘boys don’t talk’ wide open
and says that fun, trivia and jest are the foundations for more serious, significant conversations that a parent will have
with their sons.
Dr Hawkes encourages parents to have serious conversations with boys about the things that really matter such as
values, health and sex, rather than hope that their sons will develop their own ideas by osmosis, or worse, from peers
and social media.
Dr Hawkes revealed a communication gem in his book. He wrote that family banter is the secret ingredient that allows
parents to hold meaningful conversations with teenage boys. He’s on the money, as fun and laughter provide parents
with permission to take their children to some serious spaces for enlightenment and learning.
Avoiding shame
Parenting author and educator, and former teacher and counsellor Maggie Dent reminds parents and teachers that
many boys battle both their physiology and a sense of shame when they move into adolescence. Contrary to popular
opinion, teen boys crave connection with significant adults. Our clumsiness and unease in their company often
becomes a barrier. Dent’s experience of raising sons, as well as her professional work with teen boys has taught her
that adults need to show compassion, commitment and communication smarts if they are to connect with boys.
Ask what they think to find out what they feel
In my many years of experience in teaching and parenting boys, I’ve learned that if you want to find out how a boy is
feeling, ask him what he is thinking. For instance, if he experiences rejection at school and he is obviously unhappy,
ask him what he thinks about the situation rather than how he feels. He will actually tell you how he feels in the
process. It is important that parents understand this and put this knowledge to good use if they want an entry point
into their son’s emotional life.
In closing
Helping tween and teen boys navigate the world is challenging parenting territory. It’s tempting to put off the
conversations that we need to have because they seem too hard to initiate. As the experts above state – each in their
own way, the key to communication lies in our ability to form deep connections with the boys in our lives.

