Christ the Priest Catholic Primary School
Term 1 Newsletter
Wednesday, 3rd April 2019
Dear Parents,
A big thank you to all who attended our Family night. It was a great
opportunity for us to catch up and for students to play and interact
together. It was also great to see many of our existing families and new
families attend the Prep Information Night a few weeks ago. Please note
that enrolments for Prep in 2020 are now open. Please check the school
website to make an interview enrolment time.
On Friday, March 22, many of our students wore their traditional cultural
dress to represent their family’s heritage. It was wonderful to see so many
students embracing their backgrounds and sharing this with their peers.
Following the note that was sent home a few weeks ago about
CareMonkey, our progress in getting this platform operating has
continued smoothly. CareMonkey has begun to integrate with our
system at school. In the coming weeks, admin staff will begin training in
using CareMonkey and you will receive an email requesting you to set
up your child’s profile. If you have any concerns or problems with this,
please contact the school.
On a safety note, I would like to remind families that children are not to
be left in the school grounds before 8.30am without supervision. A
number of children have been left as early as eight o’clock in the
morning and this raises concerns around their safety as they are not
supervised at this time. If you need to drop your children off at school
early then please use the Before School Program offered by OSHClub as
this will ensure that they are fully supervised at all times.
Families using the drop off lane before and after school are reminded
that this option is for quick drop-offs and pickups. Please ensure your
child is ready to hop out of the vehicle and avoid getting out of the
vehicle yourself. This will help to keep the traffic flowing at the front of
the school.
School reports will be sent home to families in the final weeks of Term 2.
This year reports will be sent to families electronically. The reporting
package that the school uses, Nforma, creates a portal for each
student. This will also allow parents to have unlimited access to their
child’s portal and will, therefore, be able to access current and historical
reports from this semester and onwards. There will be further information
sent home about this closer to the time.
Starting next term, I will be hosting a Principal’s Morning Tea a number of
times throughout each term. The first one will on Monday, May 6 th at
9:00am in the school hall. Each morning tea will have a different focus
of the conversation. The first one will be general feedback and
suggestions for the theme of subsequent morning teas. I hope that many
of you will be able to attend as this will give me the opportunity to
connect with families and hear the voices of the wider community.
I would like to thank the whole school community for a fantastic start to
my time at CtP. It has been a busy term, made possible by a great
support network of staff and the way in which the school community has
generously welcomed me as one of their own. I look forward to many
more prosperous terms at our great school! May you experience the gift
of Easter peace and the hope the risen Christ bestows upon us in the
coming weeks.
Kind regards,
Adele Vesty - Principal .

Dates to Remember
Wednesday 3rd April
 TERM 1 ENDS AT 3:15pm
 Whole School Assembly at 2:30pm
 Easter Raffle Draw
Thursday 4th April
 SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY –
No students to attend.
Staff PD Conference
Friday 5th April
 SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY –
No students to attend.
Staff PD Conference
Monday 22nd April
 TERM 2 COMMENCES
 Public Holiday – Easter Monday
Tuesday 23rd April
 Children return to School
Thursday 25th April
 ANZAC Day
Wednesday 1st May
 Mathematics Parent Information
Evening 6:30pm – 7:30pm
Thursday 2nd May
 Cross Country
Friday 3rd May
 Whole School Photo’s
Tuesday 7th May
 Year 5 Sovereign Hill Excursion
Friday 10th May
 Year 6 Inter-School Sports
Tuesday 14th May
 Year 4 Science Works Excursion
Wednesday 15th May
 Parent & Child Reconciliation
Workshop at CtP 6:30pm – 8:00pm
Thursday 16th May
 Principals Morning Tea
Friday 17th May
 Girls Football
Wednesday 29th May
 Christ the Priest Feast Day

CtP News…
CATHOLIC REGIONAL COLLEGE CAROLINE SPRINGS ENROLMENT FOR YEAR 7, 2021
Applications for Year 7, 2021 are now open. All parents of current Year 5 students who are zoned to
Catholic Regional College Caroline Springs have until Friday, 23rd August 2019 to submit their applications
for enrolment for Year 7 in 2021. This is the final date of acceptance for applications. Parents
who have children attending the College and have siblings in Year 5 will still need to
complete an enrolment form. You can download the application form from the College
website. http://www.crccs.catholic.edu.au/enrolment-information/24/p/enrolment-form/

READING WITH OUR CHILDREN
We know many of our parents already enjoy reading with their children at home. Research shows that
children who are read to at home, even beyond the time they can read independently, benefit from
exposure to a wider vocabulary, improved listening skills and better comprehension skills. There are many
other benefits as well! You may find the following reading interesting:
https://theconversation.com/research-shows-the-importance-of-parents-reading-with-children-evenafter-children-can-read-82756
If your family are not members of the local library in Caroline Springs, we encourage you to join and make
use of this wonderful community resource. The holidays are a perfect time for a visit!
Caroline Springs Library & Learning Hub: 193-201 Caroline Springs Blvd, VIC 3023
Monday, Wednesday: 8am - 8pm
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 8am - 6pm
Saturday: 10am - 4pm
Sunday: 1pm - 4pm
We are about to enter a very special time in the Catholic Church's
Liturgical Calendar - Holy Week. This begins in the middle weekend
of the holidays, this year, with the celebration of Palm Sunday. On
Palm Sunday, we remember when Jesus rode on a donkey and the
crowds shouted “Hosanna” and waved palm branches as a sign of
welcoming their King. This happened outside the walls of Jerusalem. Jesus then spent a number of days in
Jerusalem teaching the people with many well-known parables - The Prodigal Son, the Lost Sheep and
the Lost Coin are just a few. On Thursday we remember Holy Thursday, when Jesus washed the feet of the
disciples and shared the Passover meal, his Last Supper, with them. We remember this meal every time we
come together to celebrate Mass. Jesus then went into the Garden of Gethsemane to pray, and he was
then betrayed by Judas, arrested by the soldiers and taken away. The next day, Good Friday, is very
solemn and important, as it is the day Jesus was taken away, beaten and crucified on Golgotha. At 3
o’clock, he died on the cross. As dusk settled in, Jesus body was taken and placed in a tomb, before the
Sabbath started, and a large rock was rolled over the entrance. On Sunday morning, the women went to
the tomb to anoint the body, and found the stone rolled away and 2 men inside who said Jesus had risen
as he said he would. We celebrate Jesus death and resurrection at Easter. May the joy and hope of the
risen Lord be with you and your family this Easter season.

SCHOOL PHOTOS
School photos will be held on Friday, 3 rd May 2019. Families can order one
of two ways. Either using the paper order form that was provided to children
last week or by ordering online at www.schoolpix.com.au
Manual Orders: Complete your order form and return with correct money on photography day only.
Online Orders: To pre-order online, take your personal Order and ID Numbers found on your order form
and go to www.schoolpix.com.au Orders can be placed online up to 2 working days after photography.
You do not need to return the order form if you order online.
Sibling Orders: For a special photo of your children together order online by 8:00am on photography day.
Alternatively collect a Sibling Order Form from the office or download it from the Schoolpix website and
return it on photography day. Only siblings that place an order will be photographed.

CLASSROOM HELPERS WANTED FROM TERM 2
If you have time to help & have done the training, we need more Classroom Helpers in the Junior School.
Many of our Prep students have younger siblings, so only a few Prep parents are available to assist. We
desperately require assistance in our Prep rooms during the morning block. If you are able, please speak
to one of the Prep teachers or Karen Commadeur. Thank you in advance!

CTP FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM PAGES
Updates and posts featuring the goings in at CtP can now be found on Facebook and
Instagram. On Facebook, we can be found by searching Christ the Priest – Caroline
Springs and on Instagram we can be found by searching christthepriest. We look forward
to having you follow us on one or both of these platforms.

SPORTS NEWS
It has been an incredibly exciting term in Physical Education and Sport at Christ the Priest in Term 1 2019.
Our students did a great job at the District and Division Swimming championships with many great results.
a big well done to all the students and staff who attended. Our Year 3-6 students have now completed
cross country trials and the team will be announced soon, it’s looking like another strong team from Christ
the Priest this year. Once again our school will have the most girls football players in the district with 2 teams
participating at the district championship in May next term, good luck with the games. Lastly our Year 6
students will be starting their training for inter-school sports on Friday, we will be having both soccer and Tball teams which will compete in early May.

 Kelvin V (Prep Blue)

 Antonio P (1 Red)

 Jacob R (3 Red)

 Sophia P (5 Green)

 Abigail B (Prep Green)

 Eva R (2 Blue)

 Dean M (4 Blue)

 Isabella B (5 Red)

 Mason L (Prep Red)

 Saeli K (2 Red)

 Gautham K (4 Green)

 Balsam A (6 Blue)

 Giovanni P (1 Blue)

 Kayla B (3 Blue)

 Caelin L (4 Red)

 Zalaika F (6 Green)

 Alisha B (1 Green)

 Ruby B (3 Green)

 Ivan K (5 Blue)

 Daniel G (6 Red)

What’s been happening in our class?
 PREP 
We had the Caroline Springs Police come to visit the Preps. We learnt that in an
emergency we need to call 000 and know our parents’ names and phone
numbers. We have been learning about Holy Week and are
looking forward to Easter. Well done to all the Preps for
completing their first term at school. We are excited to see
you again in Term 2.

 YEAR 1 
In Year One, we have been practicing our Digital Technology skills by creating an iMovie about being a
STARR at CTP. We created these as our Reflection and Action part of our Investigations unit. Throughout
the term we have learnt about being a STARR at CTP, having a growth mindset when we are faced with
a challenge and getting out of the Learning Pit. All of our learning was showcased in our videos that we
have shared with the Preps. Here are some of the Year Ones sharing what they have learnt in Investigations
this term:
I learnt how to record on iMovie, and how to get out of the Learning Pit. You have to try to do something
again even when it is hard. - Montana S 1Green

I learnt about the Learning Pit. When I find it hard to do something I keep trying and then I get better at
doing it. I know that if I keep trying hard I will get better at doing hard things. - Antonio P 1Red
I learnt that Growth Mindset is when you get better at something you learn. Growth mindset is when you
say ‘this is tricky but I will do this’. - Noah T 1Blue

 YEAR 2 
Welcome to almost the end of Term 1, time flies by when you’re having fun! The children have been hard
at work in all aspects of school life. Thank you to our parents who attended the Family Picnic it was great
to get to know you a little more. Over the last few weeks the children have been
immersed in the Holy Week stories and in particular have been challenging
themselves to act generously without receiving anything back, just like the woman in
the parable of the Poor Widow. The children have also enjoyed adding and
subtracting numbers using the hundreds chart and number line. In Literacy they have
enjoyed writing their narrative and they are in the process of making a digital story.
Here is Emma’s work showing how to break up a three-digit number.

 YEAR 3 
As part of our Investigation Unit ‘Healthy Inside and Out’ the Year 3s have been learning how to be safe
and keep healthy. On Friday March 8th the Year 3s and Year 6s attended a First Aid session. It was run by
St John’s Ambulance. We learnt that First Aid is the very first help given to someone who is hurt or injured.
We also learnt about DRSABC. The letters DRSABC stand for:
D = Danger
R = Response
S = Send for help
A = Airway
B = Breathing
C = Compression (CPR)
We learnt the steps to follow to put someone in the Recovery Position if they are unconscious and
breathing while waiting for an ambulance to arrive.
The most important thing to remember about first aid is that you have to keep yourself safe. Always look
out for danger and send for help as soon as possible. Just being there for someone will make them feel
better and you will be able to say what has happened when an adult or the ambulance people come
along….and that will be very helpful.
Clearing the mouth
Tilt the head back to
open the airway. Look &
feel if anything is in the
mouth and scoop it out
with your middle fingers.
You will need to place
the injured person in the
Recovery position.

Step 1
Stretch one
arm out, the
other arm
folds to touch
the shoulder

Step 2
Support the head and lift the
knee, keep your knees close to
the body of the injured person.
Roll then gently away from
you. If someone else is there get them to help by supporting
the head.

Step 3
The unconscious
person is now in
Recovery position
This needs to be
done very
carefully &
slowly.

 YEAR 4 
This term we have been learning about famous failures. I chose Abraham Lincoln and Jacob chose Steven
Spielberg to research. We had to write about their name date of birth/death and place of birth. We had
to research and write about what they are famous for, challenges they faced, how they achieved
success, what their famous words are and how did they let us become a better learner. It is an amazing
activity but we are still working on it. – Jaidan F & Jacob P 4Blue
In Investigations we have been researching people and their famous failures. I’ve been researching
Colonel Sanders. He is interesting because he established KFC & has failed 1000 times. - Kimmy K 4Blue
In Maths we are learning about Measurement. I learned that you can start anywhere
on a ruler and still get the same measurement as you would if you started at zero. This
is because the space between each number is always the same. - Alexis D 4Red

During Holy Week, we learned about what happened each day. Each day holds a special event. Our
focus was mainly on Holy Thursday. Jesus broke the bread and blessed it. He shared the wine and said,
“Do this in Memory of me”. He also washed the feet of his disciples showing them how to serve others and
how to be there for each other. This teaches us to be good to each other. - Ned W 4Red
In investigations this term, we have been learning about how to be a good learner. We have been looking
at famous people who have failed in life and then achieve success because they never gave up. I have
looked into Michael Jordan. He was cut from his high school basketball team. Michael Jordan continued
to work hard and he has taught me never to give up my dreams. - Kristian P 4Green
We have been learning to clarify unknown words. We do this by looking up unknown words in the
dictionary, writing it in a sentence and finding synonyms and antonyms. - Noor B 4Green

 YEAR 5 
This term the Year 5’s have been experimenting with Makey Makeys in the classroom with a goal of using
technology to turn a sedentary arcade game into active one in order to promote physical activity and
health. Makey Makeys are a type of circuit board that can be easily connected to a computer in order
to turn everyday objects into keys corresponding to keys on the computer (up, down, left, right, space
and click).
‘Our introduction to the Makey Makey began with 5 Blue collecting items on the floor. The items were foil,
copper wire, carrot and a couple more items. We used these items to connect them to the
computer/Surface pro with a USB stick.’ - Xandar P 5Blue
‘A Makey Makey is a coding tool that is used to create codes on a computer or Surface pro (that’s what
we use), the main focus of the Makey Makey is to make a video game more active, the Makey Makeys
can be used for so much. - Mia M 5Blue
‘With the Makey Makeys we started to think of ways to make carrots play the sounds of a piano. I plugged
the Makey Makey into my computer and got some wires and put them into the carrots and when I tapped
the carrots they made the sounds of a piano.’ - Noah P 5Blue
‘I tested carrot to make sound from the Makey Makey. We connected it to our Surface pro through cords,
the person has to hold the earth cord and touch the item connected to the Makey Makey to create the
sound.’ – Disha P 5Blue
‘Makey Makeys work by connecting a USB into the Makey Makey and the computer and using an alligator
clip as an earth cord, next you place an alligator clip above the earth cord, then you connect an item
like foil, play dough, carrot or grey lead and hold the earth cord in your hand and go to a game, finally
press the item you connected with the earth cord and the game will move in a direction.’ - Ivan K 5Blue

 YEAR 6 
On the 25th of March 2019, the Grade 6’s went to Grantville Lodge for camp. We met great staff, we ate
delicious food and had challenging activities. On top of that we went to Philip Island to watch the penguin
parade, which was cold and windy! One of the challenging experiences was the Amazing Race, which
had team working activities and a chant/dance at the end (which not to mention the RED team won!) Isabel G & Jasmine C 6Blue
Camp is a good educational experience that the school thinks most children in Year 6 should have. You
do fun things that include doing activities like Canoeing, flying fox, High ropes, low ropes, as well as Gaga
hut building and bush cooking. Which were replaced with a Scavenger hunt and Archery, because it was
too windy we did low ropes but we didn't do the actual course. So the day we left for camp was the 25th
of March (start of week 9), with our heavy bags that looked like we were going away for a month, not
three days and hopped on the bus. Everyone got split into activity groups, and put in our cabins once we
had arrived. On the last day we had an amazing chase which was like team building activities and we
made a chant and a dance the RICERONI REDS won, coming in second the YELLOW JELLOS and third
place was the BLUE BUSTERS. The last groups, (Green Frogs, Purple Penguins, OJ’s,) all came either 4th, 5th,
or 6th. But congratulations to all the other participating teams. Rhianna X & Isabella K 6Red

 VISUAL ARTS 
Term 1 has seen all students immersed in various art projects to
celebrate the Chinese Lunar New Year. The Art Room was swamped by
dragons and the various animals from the Chinese Lunar calendar. Their
creations were later used in Drama class, a great collaboration
between the specialist team. A few weeks ago, the Year 4, 5 and 6
students took part in an activity run by Artists’ Collective of Melton Inc.
as part of the Diversity Wave Wall Project with all proceeds going to
Hope Street Foundation, Melton. The fluid art tiles were a huge success
and the finished artwork can be viewed at Melton Library and Learning
Hub in the children’s section. The Art Room is a busy, creative space.
Parent helpers are more than welcome to assist in the Art Room
between Tuesday and Thursday. Please let myself or the classroom teacher know if you would like to help!
In the coming months, the students are going to create various artworks about cultural diversity. To enrich
our students’ learning, I’m after members of our school community from different cultural backgrounds to
share their artistic knowledge in the Art Room. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you or a member
of your family is interested to participate! Finally, I would like to wish all families a Happy Easter!
Audrey Buttigieg Cardona

 DRAMA 
The Drama Club had the somewhat tricky job of manoeuvring Ming, our resident CtP Chinese dragon, and
taking him for a walk through the schoolyard last week. They were accompanied by
the sounds of a cymbal crashing and drums beating, alerting the students that Ming
was about to stroll by. And boy, did it generate some serious excitement...and quite
a crowd! We were lucky that the morning showers cleared up
and the clouds held off for a perfect opportunity to
commemorate Lunar New Year at the school level. There were
looks of sheer delight, surprise, and happiness as the slow procession made its way from
the hall to the discovery centre. Once there, the huge crowd waved goodbye to Ming
for another year and the excited children went back to play, leaving behind a buzz of
chatter about what had just happened at lunch that day. Thank you to all Drama Club
students who take time out of their lunchtimes to come along and be a part of performance opportunities
like this. You did great!
Last week a new feature was added to our assembly space in the hall, reminding our
students to ‘Be the nice kid’. We want all CtP students to know that each and every
single one of them has their own special gifts, unique talents and awesome personality.
Everyone is different, and that is something to be celebrated! We are better at some
things and not so great at others, and that’s ok. We are reminded that the focus should
not be on the things we can’t do or the things we don’t have, but instead, just aiming
to do our best and to be the most awesome kids we can be. This means being the kid
who gets along with others, is generous, tries to be happy for others, aims to do the right
thing. We are reminded to go to school every day and make someone else in class smile. Make someone
else feel good. Try our best. Let our best efforts shine. Actually, this is a great way for all of us to be. And
we adults, we should aim to do this too!

MUSIC
The school has certainly been alive with the sound of music this term. Our well-resourced music room has
provided students with opportunities to be creative, compose and collaborate. Our Year Prep students
have become familiar with many of our percussion instruments as they learn to take turns and follow the
beat in music. Year 1 and 2 students have consolidated their understanding of beat and rhythm through
song, movement and dance. Year 3 and 4 students have learnt about tone colour and how the way we
play instruments can create different feelings and sounds. They created a soundscape to accompany
the story of the first Chinese New Year. Year 5 and 6 students have explored
various musical elements and have focused especially on the Pentatonic
Scale which is the base of Eastern music. Using their knowledge of the
Pentatonic Scale, students collaborated to compose an accompaniment
for their Chinese New year shadow puppet performance. The Music
department welcomes parent helpers to come in and support student
learning, help tune instruments and join in the fun.
Please email
mspiteri@ctpcs.catholic.edu.au if you are interested in helping out!

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES
As previously mentioned, Christ the Priest was the successful recipient of a $5000
federal government grant to support STEAM learning and teaching within the
school. STEAM is an approach to learning that integrates the areas of science,
technology, engineering, arts and mathematics. Through STEAM, students develop
key skills including problem solving, creativity, critical analysis, teamwork,
independent thinking, initiative, communication and digital literacy. Over the
course of Term 2, the mezzanine is in the Discovery Centre will be transformed into
a STEAM learning space where students can design, create, test and discover. CtP’s STEAM space will
house our Digital Technologies resources to support students’ in their STEAM investigations. This term, our
Year 5’s students used MaKey MaKeys to change a game that is played online to a game that requires
more physical activity. A MaKey MaKey is an electronic invention tool that allows users to connect
everyday conductive objects to computer programs. Using a circuit board, alligator clips, and a USB
cable, users create closed loop electrical signals to send the computer either a keyboard stroke or mouse
click signal. Our Year 5 students have created game controllers, that require players to jump up, step or
move from side to side using a MaKey MaKey and conductive elements such as aluminium foil, play do
and even water! Go to www.makeymakey.com if you want to find out more!

 LEARNING ENHANCEMENT 
Wonderful Ways With Words
During Term 1 some Year 5 students have participated in Enhancement classes, held several times each
week. During these times the students have focussed on building vocabulary. They have discovered new
words and their meanings and experimented with ways in which to use these words in their writing. Here
are some examples of some amazing pieces of writing the students have created after using picture
prompts and exploring the vocabulary to describe them.
The Winter Wonderland
The Winter Wonderland is a bright, cheerful place that exudes happiness. Its sparkling frosty snow is soft,
airy and icy to touch. The wonderful little cottage is a delightful place to dwell in and it’s a warm, inviting
place for family gatherings. The beauty and amazing colours of this place is at the edge of an enormous
forest with towering trees. The amazing, glittering waterfall is like a cascade of lace, dropping down, never
ending. - Sophie D 5Red
The Lion
The lion's mane is like a frame around it’s majestic face that exudes the power and strength of this
monstrous beast. Yet behind this beast lies a gentle giant that nurtures and cares for its pride. Its
penetrating eyes can look right through you and it’s straw like whiskers protrude horizontally from its
symmetrical face. But what doesn’t come forth is the invitation to join this bold creature as it is best that
this untouched animal is left alone to the wild. - Sandra P 5Red
The Mountain
Beyond what you can imagine is a lake that glistens from the reflection of the majestic mountain and the
dark and mysterious forest. Beyond the beauty of the mountain, blooming flowers and the green grass lies
danger and death. The water lays still only to be disturbed by the gentle breeze. At the bottom of this calm
lake lies a monstrous beast, the lakes keeper. To get to this breathtaking place you must go through a
gruelling journey but is all worth the while when you get there. - Leah B 5Red
Amazing Dancer
The ballerina leapt gracefully and artistically around the studio and perfected every move. Her limbs
stretched to the limit, displaying an athletic, finely tuned physique. She danced delightfully and was
memorising. - Charlize H 5Blue
A Marvellous Vision
The graceful ballerina danced across the studio. She was delightful to watch. She twirled and leapt into
the air, stretching all her limbs. She was poetry in motion. Once she had finished, she curtsied with a
mesmerising smile. Everyone applauded. Once the excitement had subsided, she went backstage, where
she found herself thrown into the air by her admirers. They were all chanting her name. - An D 5Blue
The Erupting Volcano
The unpredictable Jurassic volcano erupted with glowing, bubbling lava racing down its sides. It was a
mesmerising sight. All the trees burnt to a crisp and the magma took the life of everything in its path.
Patches of black ash were scattered across the blood red sky. - Xavier K 5Green

EASTER FAMILY
FUN DAY
Saturday 20th April
11:00am – 3:00pm
Caroline Springs Lake,
Caroline Springs Boulevard
 Jumping Castle
Face Painting
 Petting Zoo
 Games
 BBQ and much more!
$5.00 unlimited activities &
show bag (including Easter Egg)
for kids aged 3 - 15

