Christ the Priest Catholic Primary School
Term 3 Newsletter
Friday, 16th August 2019

Dear Parents,
A warm welcome to Term 3. This term we celebrate two significant
Feasts – the feast day of our very own St Mary of the Cross MacKillop
and the feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary into
heaven.
We have begun our term with the completion of the Sacraments of
First Holy Communion (Year 4) and Confirmation (Year 6). Both
Sacraments were attended with reverence and genuine
commitment by our students to further their faith. It was lovely to have
Bishop Mark Edwards celebrating the Confirmation Mass and taking
the time to speak and pray with candidates and sponsors before the
service.
The beginning of this term also marked the celebration and
increased awareness of 65 Roses day, which supports those who
have Cystic Fibrosis. This is a cause close to our hearts at CtP and it
was wonderful to see students supporting this by completing 65 laps
of the oval as a year level. They also had a crazy sock gold coin
donation day which raised $978.15.
Last week we welcomed Sam and Trent from the Cyber Safety
Project. They worked with students from Prep through to Year 6 on
their role to play as safe digital citizens. Staff also participated in a
one-hour professional development, learning more about the
different platforms that young people are using and how to guide
them in the safest use of these. A parent workshop was held last
Monday evening, giving parents an opportunity to increase their
knowledge of social media and how they can be involved in guiding
their children into the cyber world so that they can take advantage
of all of the wonderful things that the internet has to offer. Thank you
to all of the parents who came along and participated in the session.
In the coming weeks, I hope to form a grounds maintenance
committee. This is following on from the working bee that was held
earlier in the year. It was a great success with many parents wanting
to be involved and help out around the school where they can. The
purpose of this committee will be to plan out grounds maintenance
projects and schedule times to be able to action them. If you are
interested in being part of this group a CareMonkey note will be sent
out shortly asking for expressions of interest.
Kind regards,
Adele Vesty - Principal.

Dates to Remember
Monday 19th August


BOOK WEEK Commences – Author
Michael Gerard Bauer visits



2020 Year 6 Camp Information
Session 6:00pm – 7:00pm

Thursday 22nd August


Year 1 – Mass at St Catherine of
Siena

Friday 23rd August


Book Week Parade 2:30pm –
3:00pm

Thursday 29th August


Year 1 – Bundoora Farm Excursion

Friday 30th August


Year 3/4 Senior Assembly 2:30pm –
3:00pm

Tuesday 10th September


Art Show 9:00am – 6:30pm

Friday 20th September


Footy Colours Day



Whole School Assembly



TERM 3 ENDS

Monday 7th October


SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY –
No students to attend.
Staff PD Conference

Tuesday 8th October


TERM 4 COMMENCES

What’s been happening in our class?
 PREP 
In Prep we have been learning about living things and what they need to grow and
change. We went on an excursion to Woolworths in Caroline Springs
to explore and identify health foods that our bodies need to grow
and be healthy. We later visited the Caroline Springs football oval
and participated in football drills with Vice President Matt and Senior
player Jake. We learnt about keeping our bodies healthy through physical activity.
Congratulations to the Preps for completing 100 Days of School this term!

 YEAR 1 
In Year One we have been focusing on learning how to subtract. We have learnt that subtract means to
take away, the difference, how many left and to minus a number. Some of the strategies we have been
using are:
Fact Families
A fact family is a group of 4 addition and subtraction facts made from 3 numbers. It
shows how the three numbers are connected in a family.
Tens Frame
A tens frame can be used to show subtraction because we can draw or make the
number then take away to find the result.
Number Line
A number line can be used to show subtraction because we can jump
backwards when we are taking away the number. What we land on gives us our result.
Drawing a Picture
A picture can be used to show subtraction because we can draw the problem and cross out when we
need to find the result.
MAB
We can use MAB blocks to help us model our thinking in subtraction. We make the 2-digit
number with MAB then cross out or take away to find our result.
We have also been practicing counting forwards by 2s, 5s and 10s to and from 100.

 YEAR 2 
It has been a fantastic start to Term 3, the children have been immersed in to the History of Christ the Priest
and have been so interested in how the school has changed over time. They have enjoyed coming up
with questions that they will be asking their grandparents.
We did have a bit of a chuckle, as the kids wanted to know what it was like when
Alison and I were young ……. ha ha ha ha ha!
This term we have started our Social and Emotional learning and the children have
enjoyed working through activities while working on partnership and teamwork this
week. We were also lucky enough to participate in a cyber-safety project, teaching
the children about being safe online and offline.

 YEAR 3 
On Wednesday August 6th the Year 3s went on an excursion to the Royal Botanical Gardens. It was a very
cold day but we were lucky the rain held off. We went for a walk around the gardens, got to look at a
wide variety of plants and trees and looked at different plant parts under microscopes. We got to plant
our own plants and bought them back to school with us. We saw some very different plants and learnt
some interesting facts. These are some of the interesting things we learntSome plants need warm conditions to grow – Aaliyah A 3Green
If you discover a new seed or plant that no-one else has discovered, you get to name it – Erika V 3Green
If the dirt a plant is in is dry it means you need to water it. You can tell if it needs watering by sticking your
finger into the soil. – Isaiah A 3Green
Roots of plants & trees connect to each other & that’s how they communicate with each other – Jaylene
T 3Green
Some plants need less water than other plants – Nikita F 3Green
Some plants can be used for medicine – Kathreen M 3Green
Plants give us food and oxygen – Amarie B 3Green
Some plants have a coating on their leaves and this is like sunscreen for the plant – Anjanna K 3Green
However much of the plant you can see above the ground, there is the same amount of the plant below
the ground. – Sebastian G 3Green

 YEAR 4 
On the 20th of July I received my First Holy Communion. I was feeling a little bit nervous at the start. I was
also a little bit worried that I might do the wrong thing. I had to walk up and my parents had to hold my
shoulder and I received the bread and the wine for the first time. I felt more blessed after I had the body
and blood of Christ. It was a very special day with my family. – Jayden D 4Blue
In 4 Blue we have been learning about the Aboriginal culture. I learnt that the Aboriginals made their
clothes out of animal skin and that they usually killed animals and smoked them to eat. They also have
sacred places in Australia like Uluru. – Maryam A 4Blue
In 4 Green we have been learning about writing a fable. A fable is a story that teaches you a lesson while
including animals. We got to write our own fable in 4 Green. – Owen A 4Green
In 4 Green we have been learning about the hierarchy of the Catholic Church. I have learnt the order of
the hierarchy. – Isabella S 4Green
In Four Red I learned that it is really easy to know your eleven and five times tables because there is a
pattern to follow. You should learn your two times tables first because it’s just doubling. – Zac C 4Red
This term I went to a Cyber Bullying session and I learned to never share my personal information online
because someone might use my information in a bad way. I also learned to tell my parents if a stranger
talks to me online. – Aezeth A 4Red

 YEAR 5 
The Year 5s have designed minigolf holes to code spheros through. Making the golf
holes was the easy part - coding the spheros has been more challenging. You had
to give it a few tries before you got the coding for the speed, the distance and the
turns right. The aim of the game is to code the sphero through the course, and then
use the least amount of code blocks as possible. We are still working on this task, but
it is a lot of fun.

 YEAR 6 
In year 6 we have recently completed our sacrament of Confirmation! We were lucky enough to be visited
by Bishop Mark Edwards and he helped us to prepare for our sacrament and to learn more about the gifts
of the Holy Spirit. He showed us the oil of Chrism which he was going to use to anoint us during the service.
Then on Friday evening in Week 3, we gathered with our family, friends and loved ones at St Catherine of
Siena church. As we have completed our Confirmation, we have decided to continue to walk in Jesus’
footsteps and continue our journey in the Catholic faith.

 MUSIC 
Christ the Priest is alive with the sound of music this term as all students take part in fun and interesting
music activities.
Year Prep and Ones have been creating sound stories using the book “Say Zoop” as a prompt. Students
will be creating their own sound stories, which use various symbols to represent chosen sounds.
Students in Year 2 and Year 3 have been exploring djembe drumming and learning about correct playing
techniques, as well as how to play and follow a score in musical ensembles. In addition, they will be using
melodic percussion instruments to compose their own melodies.
Year 4 students are investigating various styles of music. They are participating in a number of instrumental
ensembles from various music styles such as rock, classical and pop.
Year 5 and 6 students are exploring digital music. The Year 5’s are using MaKey Makeys to design and
build an instrument made from conductive materials and the Year 6’s are using the online digital studio
“Soundtrap” to investigate and create their own musical loops. They are currently creating their own
ringtone that can be downloaded to a smartphone.
Finally, a shout out to the school choir and school enthusiastically give up their time to rehearse every
week. Their performance of “A Million Dreams” and “Stand By Me’ at the whole school assembly at the
end of Term 2 was an absolute joy !! It is great to see that their hard work and commitment is paying off.
We are currently working on another performance, which will take place at a whole school assembly in
the coming weeks. Watch this space :)

 DRAMA 
Last week we had some very excited little kinder children visit the Drama room. We read
the picture story book ‘Beautiful Oops’ by Barney Saltzberg which shows how things that
look like mistakes or like nothing really interesting, can be turned into something
wonderful if you use your imagination. The book serves as a celebration of creative
thinking, encouraging readers to view mistakes not as failures but as opportunities… just
like in Drama. Every idea is an opportunity to explore something new in Drama, and the
kinder children did this by creating different objects from a simple piece of material. There were no wrong

ideas, just fabulous creations. The session promoted the concept that there really are no
mistakes in Drama… just opportunities to explore new
possibilities together and have some fun. Drama promotes
communication skills, teamwork, dialogue, negotiation, and
socialisation. It stimulates the imagination and creativity but
most importantly, Drama activities are fun – making learning
both enjoyable and memorable. We look forward to seeing some of these
enthusiastic kinder kids at CtP next year, ready to make more school memories.

 VISUAL ARTS 
“Creativity is contagious. Pass it on.” Albert Einstein. What a great quote by Albert Einstein and as he said,
I would like to spread our student’s creativity by inviting you all to the first CtP Art Show. All students have
been working really hard to create and make wonderful artworks that will be showcased during the Art
Show. I will endeavour to include at least one piece of artwork from every student because all children
are artists in their own right. Being able to see their work displayed and sharing the experience with their
families and friends will bring joy, pride and satisfaction. This experience will help to consolidate their
knowledge and skills learnt during Visual Arts. Each class is also creating a canvas artwork to be auctioned
off as a fundraiser. On the night, we will also have a few activities and a raffle. So get your cameras ready
and mark Wednesday, 11th September from 3:30pm – 7:00pm on your calendars for the official opening
of the Art Show!

 I.T 
On Monday the 5th of August, we welcomed Trent Ray and Sam Maclauly from the Cyber Safety Project
to our school. Trent and Sam lead our students through workshops cantered around
safe online practices, which were engaging and relevant to their needs. Our staff
also participated in an after school meeting, which provided them with insights and
resources to promote positive cyber and online relationships in their classrooms. We
are currently in the process of developing a Prep - 6 document to support the
teaching of safe online practices within the curriculum.
We would like to thank the 35 parents who came along to the parent workshop,
which was held in the evening. Again, Sam and Trent shared strategies and to help
parents support their children in navigating the digital work that they are a part of.
The feedback from this session was very positive with comments such as: “Both
presenters were very engaging and entertaining and the session flew. Thank you for
facilitating this session.” and “Thank you for giving me the knowledge and information
on how to keep my kids safe online” being shared. Please find below a number of parents tips:
 Monday Monitoring – use every Monday as a scheduled day to check in with your children on their
online habits.
 “If they have it, you should have it.” - E.g. If your child has Snapchat, so should you.
 “Team work makes the dream work.” – Set up your child’s social media account with them and ensure
you set all settings to private.
 Read Up. Knowledge is power - If your children are using social media or are on a device you need to
stay current.
 “Let’s be mates” – if your child is using social media, a non-negotiable should be that you are to “follow’
and be “friends” with them.
 Screen Time Policy: Always in communal spaces of the home (never in private) and scheduled screen
free time for ALL family members.
For more handy parent resources go to www.cybersafetyproject.com.au/parents

 GARDENING CLUB 
The gardening Club has had a quiet few weeks as the weather has kept us
inside. However, we have planted garlic and scarlet runner beans as well as
harvested the snow peas. We have hopefully restored a tree to growth in the
Walk of Wonder as it had been snapped and we wrapped a tape bandage
around to support it and hopefully encourage the sap to
flow again. No buds yet, but it is still alive. The preps
have had an exciting time planting some broccoli and
will be watching it grow over spring. Finally, we have
seen many jonquils blooming in the prep back yards.
They smell divine!

CtP News…
This term, our Year 4 students have received their First Communion, and our Year 6 students made their
Confirmation. It has been a very special time on their sacramental journey.
Through the sacrament of the Eucharist, we receive Christ, in the sacramental form
of bread and wine. Eucharist continues our initiation into the Catholic Church. It is
the fullest sign of our incorporation into the Eucharistic body of Christ. Catholics
believe the Eucharist, or Communion, is both a sacrifice and a
meal. We believe in the real presence of Jesus, who died for our
sins. As we receive Christ's Body and Blood, we also are nourished
spiritually and brought closer to God.
Confirmation is a special outpouring and strengthening of the Holy Spirit. Confirmation is
the gift of the Holy Spirit through the sign of oil and the laying on of hands. The sacrament
permanently seals us to Jesus Christ and commits us to live as a disciple. Confirmation
strengths life: it strengthens the Spirit of Jesus Christ given to us at Baptism. The candidates re-affirm the
promises made for them at Baptism by their parents and Godparents.

BOOK WEEK
Book Week at Christ the Priest begins on the Monday, 19th August. We have a renowned author, Gerard
Michael Bauer, visiting our school to speak to our students. He has written books for children of all ages
and was a CBCA WINNER of BOOK OF THE YEAR 2018 for ‘Rodney Loses It’.
We have posters displayed around the school, showing some of our
family’s favourite books. We also have some budding authors, including
Preps, who have entered our writing competition! On Friday, 23rd August,
we are having our Book Week Dress Up Day and all children are asked to
come as their favourite book character. In the afternoon, we will have a
parade to see everyone’s creativity in costumes as well as to announce
the winners of the Writing Competition.
Parents/grandparents are also welcome to join us on Friday, 23rd August from 9:15am-11:00am to
participate in ‘book responses’ through arts & crafts. If you are joining us, please sign in & out on the sheets
provided at the Office. It is a safety requirement that we know who is in school at any given time. You are
also welcome to return for the parade at 2:30pm. This will be held on the oval, weather permitting.

CAN YOU HELP US?
We have a couple of students who require some additional support in their literacy and who would benefit
from positive feedback on a regular basis. Do you arrive at 3:00pm in the afternoons and wait for your
children? If you are a trained ‘parent helper’ and feel you have the time to listen to a student read, offer
praise and be their regular ‘reading buddy’, we would love to hear from you. Please email Karen
Commadeur kcommadeur@ctpcs.catholic.edu.au if you can assist.

CATHOLIC REGIONAL COLLEGE CAROLINE SPRINGS ENROLMENT FOR YEAR 7, 2021
All parents of current Year 5 students who are zoned to Catholic Regional College Caroline Springs have
until Friday, 23rd August 2019 to submit their applications for enrolment for Year 7 in 2021. This is the final
date of acceptance for applications. Parents who have children attending the College and
have siblings in Year 5 will still need to complete an enrolment form. You can download the
application form from the College website. http://www.crccs.catholic.edu.au/enrolmentinformation/24/p/enrolment-form/

8:30am ARRIVAL
School gates are open to students from 8:30am. Currently we have too many
students arriving before this time. Please understand that although many staff are
on the school property earlier, they are busy preparing work and students are not
supervised until 8:30am. We have OSHClub if you require your children to be at
school earlier than 8:30am.

Clare O
3 Red

Sasha K
5 Green

Full Time Position Available
College Receptionist

Catholic Regional College Sydenham seeks a College Receptionist. Working together with the front office team,
your focus will be at front reception where your excellent customer service skills, attention to detail and
professional communication skills will be a real asset.
Your main responsibilities for this role will include, whilst not limited to:
-

Meeting and greeting all College visitors
Handling all variates of cliental requests and queries
Overseeing the day-to-day activities of reception
Updating and maintaining relevant college information
Performing ad-hoc administrative duties
Hours of duty will be 9am -5pm

If you interested in applying for this exciting opportunity, please email your resume and covering letter addressed
to the Principal Mr Brendan J Watson to jobs@crcsydenham.net by 3.00pm Friday 16 August 2019.
If you would like further information please contact DP – Staff, Chantelle Gauci at the College.

What is the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data?
Schools must now complete the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability (NCCD)
every year. It counts the number of students who receive additional adjustments or “help” at school because of
a disability. The NCCD helps governments plan for the needs of students with disability.
Who is counted in the data collection?
To count a student in the NCCD, schools must think through some key questions:
1. Is the student getting help at school so that they can take part in education on the same basis as other students?
2. Is the help given because of a disability? The word ‘disability’ comes from the Disability Discrimination Act
1992(DDA) and it can include many students
3. Has the school talked to you or your child about the help that they provide?
4. Has the school kept records about the help they provide, the student needs and the reasons that the student
needs this help? The school will need to keep copies of tests, student work, assessments, records of meetings,
medical reports or other paperwork and information about how the student’s learning is moving along over
time.
Once the school decides that the student should be counted in the NCCD, they then choose a disability group
and one of four levels of help that has been given to the student.
What does the word ‘disability’ mean in the NCCD?
In the NCCD, the word ‘disability’ comes from the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (DDA). There are four types of
disability that the school can choose from: sensory, cognitive, social-emotional and physical.
Many students that need help at school can be counted in the NCCD. For example, students with learning
problems, e.g. specific learning disability or reading difficulty (sometimes called dyslexia), health problems (e.g.
epilepsy or diabetes), physical disability (e.g. cerebral palsy), vision/hearing loss and social-emotional problems
(e.g. selective mutism, Autism Spectrum Disorder, anxiety).
Letters from doctors or specialists can be very helpful for schools as they plan how to support students with their
learning. Schools do not need to have these letters before they can count a student in NCCD. Teachers can use
all that they know about the student’s learning and the records that they have collected over time to decide if a
student can be counted in the NCCD.
What sort of help does the school give students?
Students need different types of help at school. Some students need a little help sometimes while other students
need a lot of help nearly all the time. The type of help given depends on the needs of the student. The help can
include changes to the school buildings or grounds (e.g. ramps or things like special desks or chairs), extra teacher
help in classes, special learning programs, changes to the work they give the student or extra adult help.
How will the NCCD be different this year?
All schools have been counting students in the NCCD since 2015. The government will use the NCCD data as part
of the funding to schools.
What will the school need to know about my child for the NCCD?
Schools work together with families to understand the needs of each child. It is helpful if families give their child’s
teacher a copy of any letters or reports they have. The letters or reports will help the school understand the child
and the help that they might need. Letters from doctors, psychologists, speech pathologists, doctor, and
occupational therapists etc. can be very helpful for schools. These reports along with information that the teacher
has (i.e. school based tests, your child’s work and learning plans) helps the school to understand and meet your
child’s needs.
What happens to the NCCD data? Who will have the NCCD information?
Each school principal must check the NCCD data in August of each year. The school will give the information to
the Catholic Education Office. The school will work with the Catholic Education Office to make sure that the NCCD
data is OK before they give the data to the government. The government will not be given the names of any
students or any letters or records. Please ask your school for their privacy policy if you need to know more.
Does the school need me to agree with them about counting my child in the NCCD?
Amendments were made to the Australian Education Act 2013 and Australian Education Regulation 2013). Schools
do not need you to agree to let them count a child in the NCCD. You cannot ask the school not to count your
child.
Where can I find out more?
Please contact your child’s school if you have further questions about the NCCD and/or refer to the national NCCD
Portal.

